Spring 2012

2012 TENTATIVE
SCHEDULE
APRIL
21 UMET Show
28 MDCTA — Dressage Schooling
Show

MAY
5 Flying Colors Mini Event
12 MDCTA — Hunter/Jumper
19 Horse Expo

JUNE
3 Open Horse Show
4 APHA Show
30 Bearcreek 4‐H Club

MISSOULA EQUESTRIAN PARK TIMES
A LETTER FROM
THE MHC
PRESIDENT
I hope everyone
has had the
chance to check
out all the
excitement at
the Missoula
Equestrian Park
lately:

JULY
7
8
14
21

MTSHSA Show, USDF Show
MTSHSA, USDF Show
Buckle‐Up & Ride
Paint Horse Show & MDCTA
Combined Test
28 Flying Colors Mini Event

AUGUST
4
5
25
26
30

USDF Show
USDF Show
Dressage Schooling Show?
Dressage Schooling Show?
Big Sky Cross Country Meet

SEPTEMBER
1
15
19
26

UMET Show
The Dirty Dash
Missoula Bike Works Race
Missoula Bike Works Race

6
10
17
24

Flying Colors Mini Event
Missoula Bike Works Race
Missoula Bike Works Race
Missoula Bike Works Race

OCTOBER

For more information on any of these
events, please visit:
www.missoulaequestrianpark.org

‐The addition to the shed is almost done.
‐The Western Events Arena has all the foot‐
ing installed and is currently being fenced.
‐The new “vault” restroom is installed.
‐The landscaping, which includes shade
trees, flowers and several surprises is
underway.
‐The irrigation system has been upgraded
and expanded to “Green‐up” more of the
park.
‐Both dressage arenas (USEF & USDF) are
ready to ride in.
‐The new entrance way will be in shortly.
‐Check out our schedule on the web site, it
is updated regularly. We have over 30
events this summer, if you don’t ride, come
& watch the wonderful horses &
equestrians.
I want to thank a great board for all their
hard work and dedication to the Equestrian
Park. Without them and their hard work
none of this would be possible.

Hope to see you at one of our events.

Barbara Howell
President, Missoula Horse Council

THE SPRING NEWS:
Letter from MHC President
Dressage Arena Update
Spring Tips from the Vet
Cross Country Course Update
WEA Arena Update
New Latrine Facilities
The Dirty Dash
Flying Colors Mini Event
New Logo
MHC Park History
Summer Member Round Up
DRESSAGE ARENA UPDATE:
The new dressage arena has been set up for
the year and had its first official event of the
season! There are numerous scheduled
events for the new arena and those are
updated on the website.
There has been a conflict with the USDF/
USEF show on Aug 25‐26th. It is possible that
show will be a schooling show only and the
July 7‐8th will be a rated show. We will keep
the website updated.
The August 4‐5th show is flowing smoothly
and our judge is Debbie Reihl Rodriquez who
is "S" judge and also on the "L" faculty. We
are very fortunate to have her judge this
year as she is frequently booked years in
advance.
Please keep and eye on the website for
conformation of the other dates and the
entry forms will be posted this week.

SHOULD YOU VACCINATE YOUR HORSE FOR RABIES?
Bill Brown, DVM
Western Montana Equine
I think so and for the past year have been recommending it to my clients. Before I get into my reasons, here’s a quick summary of the
disease. Rabies is a viral disease that causes severe progressive neurologic symptoms. The classic form of rabies presents as drooling
because of an inability to swallow, hence the common name “hydrophobia.” There is also a “furious” form in which affected animals
become aggressive and a “dumb” form in which affected animals become unresponsive and uncoordinated. The simple fact is that rabies
can look like any neurologic disease. The virus is found in body fluids ‐‐ like saliva ‐‐ of infected animals and is usually spread through a bite.
Unless treated promptly it is (almost) invariably fatal. In all of recorded history there is only one known case of an untreated human
surviving. Treatment is very expense, and to be assured of success, must be started before the victim has clinical signs. Because the
incubation period after a bite can be several months the disease can go undiagnosed until it is too late.
There have been at least two human rabies‐caused deaths Montana in that last 20 years, one of them in Missoula County. That case was
contracted from a bat bite. Rabies positive bats are found in Missoula County nearly every year. Eastern Montana is a reservoir for skunk
spread rabies. National maps show skunk rabies in most eastern Montana counties, the closest being Lewis and Clark only 100 miles east of
here. Neither the skunks nor the rabies virus know anything about county lines or the Continental Divide for that matter. Fortunately,
required vaccination of dogs and cats has greatly reduced human cases of rabies in this country. With every passing year, horses are more
and more pets and less and less ranch livestock, so I believe it increasingly makes sense to apply the same precautions to them as to other
pets.
About five years ago the Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP) revised the vaccination recommendations to include rabies in a list of
“core” vaccinations that every horse, regardless of its geographic location or its job, should receive. Other diseases on that list include
eastern and western encephalitis, tetanus, and West Nile virus. Designation as a “core” vaccine is reason one for adding rabies to your
annual vaccination program.
Second, virtually all the principle wildlife carriers of rabies ‐‐ bats, skunks, raccoons, and fox ‐‐ are present in Western Montana. We know
there is rabies in Missoula bats. Last winter one of my clients in the Huson area observed a large raccoon circling, staggering and falling
over on a frozen pond. Rabies? Maybe.
Third, Montana was one of 13 states with a case of horse rabies in 2010, the most recent year for which statistics are available. There were
37 cases in horses nationwide that year, about three fifths as many cases as in dogs.
Finally, by vaccinating you are not only protecting your horse friend, but even more importantly you are protecting yourself. A year ago a
young horse from a large dude ranch herd presented at my clinic with progressive neurologic signs. No other horse in the ranch’s herd was
similarly affected and it was the wrong time of year for equine encephalitis or West Nile virus. It could have been rabies. It wasn’t but by
the time we knew that for sure, it had become very apparent that the cost and inconvenience to the ranch and the multiple people who
had been in contact with the horse would have been huge.
Like most veterinarians, I have been vaccinated against rabies. Even so I required several hundred dollars worth of tests to find out if my
protection was still good and a booster vaccination just to be sure. As horse vaccinations go rabies is relatively inexpensive, about $20.
Cheap insurance.
CROSS COUNTRY COURSE UPDATE:
Steve Buckman, our certified XC Course designer, returned at the beginning of April, to create a few Training Level jumps, in addition to re‐
constructing some of the existing older jumps, in need of repair. Come school over the training jumps, and check out some images below of
the new additions! We’re very excited about this great start to our new Training Course!
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Borrowed From: www.thedirtydash.com
Have you ever said to yourself, “Marathons are too easy, and Triathlons are for
sissies?”
We haven’t either…those races are really hard. Think about it…the first person
to run a marathon actually died. HE DIED!...and he probably didn’t even have
fun along the way!
Well, welcome to a new kind of race: THE DIRTY DASH. This race that puts all
other races to shame. The Dirty Dash is a mud run obstacle course where a
military boot camp meets your inner five‐year‐old’s fantasy and subsequently
converts boy to man and then man to swine.
You’ll need endurance to trudge up mountains of sludge, courage to overcome
uncompromising obstacles, a complete lack of shame to wallow in pits of mud
and a smile to show through at the end!
So let this mud run obstacle course become your new guilty pleasure. Go solo
or with some of your dirtiest, filthiest, & uncouth friends. Either way, you’ll be
able to look at yourself in the mirror and say, “I am a Dirty Dasher!”… and then
proceed to clean yourself off.
The Dirty Dash holds events in Salt Lake City, UT; Seattle, WA; Spokane, WA;
Boise, ID; Missoula, MT; Billings, MT; Eugene, OR, Albuquerque, NM; and
Colorado Springs, CO.

FLYING COLORS MINI EVENT:
Make sure to get your entries in for the first
Mini‐Event of the season! It’s Tomorrow,
Saturday, May 5th. Contact Laura Bakker at
lbakker4@gmail.com!
THE NEW MHC LOGO:
We’re working hard on making the Missoula Equestrian Park a professional, up‐
dated, and safe place to ride. In an effort to promote our new Western Events
Arena, and all other additions/updates this season, we’ve redesigned the MHC
logo! The new logo includes just a few of the many riding disciplines that the
Park welcomes. The forms and the website are currently being updated to re‐
flect this new change!

ANY IDEAS FOR THE SUMMER NEWSLETTER?
Please email us at: flyinghstables@aol.com

PHOTO GALLERY

THE HISTORY OF THE MISSOULA EQUESTRIAN PARK
By Laura Bakker, Co‐Founder

The 4H Arena

“Her Husband Said She Was Dreaming…”In May 1982, Rita Baumgardner had a dream. She
said to husband Jack, “I am going to write a letter to the Parks and Recreation Department
and the County Commissioners to see if there is a possibility that we could lease the ground
east and north of the Dedicated 4‐H Arena at the corner of North and 37th Avenues in Tar‐
get Range for a horse park.” While awaiting a response from the Parks Department and the
County Commissioners, Rita along with Jack and Laura Bakker formed the Missoula Horse‐
men’s Council which consisted of two representatives from each participating horse organi‐
zation within the Missoula , Frenchtown and Lolo areas. The Council included groups such
as the Western Montana Quarter Horse Association, Backcountry Horsemen, Five Valley
Appaloosa Club, Five Valley Pony Club, Missoula Dressage and Jump Club, Charles Russell
Riders, Five Valley Arabian Club, Halter n Hackamore 4‐H Club and the Montana Quarter
Horse Association. In August, 1983, the Council’s first officers – Co‐Chairs Marjorie Harper
and Smoke Elser, Treasurer Rita Baumgardner and Secretary Laura Bakker met with the
The Original Park Groundbreaking
Missoula County Commissioners to discuss and sign the lease of 60 acres to be used as the
Missoula Equestrian Park.
In September, 1983, the Council went to work building a 150’ X 300’ outdoor arena. Rita
and Laura staked and measured the arena, while workers Mike and Fred Hartkorn, Doug
Drake, the Bob Sheridan Family , Ginny Hinton stained and sealed the rails. The Missoula
Vo‐Tech Center provided the heavy equipment and leveled the arena and also built the
new gravel road, which was not completed until Spring 1984. With donated materials from
Jack’s Masonry and brick masons Dennis Monger, Jim Marshall and Bill Pickens along with
concrete help provided by Dan and Red Schuler, the office/announcer’s stand became a
reality in the spring of 1984. More volunteer help included Mike Doherty, Helen Larsen and
Tom Charlton from the Western Montana Quarter Horse Association and Dan and
Ginny Schuler. Dan donated his time to haul sand and fill donated by Western Materials. April 1984, County Commissioner Barbara Evans
braved the cold/spring weather to assist with the ribbon cutting ceremony dedicating the new Missoula Equestrian Park arena.
Cross Country Course

During the same timeframe, Marj Harper oversaw the construction of the original dressage arena just
south the main arena and the irrigation ditch. With the dedication of Marj Harper and Sharon Reiter, the
cross country course was designed and built by Pete Costello (contractor for the 1984 Summer Olympics
in Los Angeles) and added to the Park in October 1984.
The Council’s first fundraiser – The Missoula Horse Rendevous ‐ for the Park was held at the Missoula
County Fairgrounds Saturday April 28, 1984 and featured Country Western Singer Jan Dell and food pro‐
vided by the Backcountry Horsemen.

In January, 1985, the Park was the recipient of a new water well donated by Jerome Well Drilling, Bob &
Judy Jerome. 1985 also saw the installation of irrigation around the arena donated by Sperry Irrigation with the volunteer help from George
Lake and his family. Felton Construction donated equipment to improve the footing of the main arena along with help from John
Baumgardner.
Summer of 1987, a new storage building was constructed by George Lake, Jack
Baumgardner, Bud Anderson, brick masons Dennis Monger, Rick Fagg and Bruce
Harford. Kay Parmiter, Rita Baumgardner and Kathy Markette donated their time to
paint the trim on the building.

Horse Expo

In 1987, the legal paperwork started. Lawyer Victor Valengenti volunteered his time to
get the Council incorporated and the Council was awarded 501(c)3 status from the IRS.
In 1997 Articles of Incorporation were officially restated and filed with the State of
Montana by Council President George Bingham.
In 1997, Missoula County Parks Department along with the Missoula County
Commissioners organized the Big Sky Stewardship Committee to oversee and manage
the Big Sky Tower Street Complex. The Complex encompasses 160 acres including the
Missoula Equestrian Park, the Legion Ball Fields, the Little League Ball Fields, the Fast
Pitch Ball Field and the Community Gardens. With the assistance of the Committee and the Parks Board, the Missoula Horsemen’s Council
has had the opportunity to expand the Missoula
Equestrian Park.

1999 saw the “perimeter trail” take shape with the help of Susan Beyer and the Big Sky
Stewardship Committee. The Trail is 1.7 miles around the outside of the Park along North
Avenue, Tower Street and 37th Avenue. The trail is frequently used by not only equestrian
enthusiasts, but dog walkers, bicycle riders and a lot of the neighbors out for an evening stroll.
The year of 1999 also included the “Stalls For The Equestrian Park” fundraiser. During 2000‐
2004, several these successful fund raisers were held at Roberta Brady’s facility on the Big Flat
to raise enough money to construct the MD Barns that are currently in place at the Park. Marj
Harper, Rita Baumgardner and Roberta Brady were the driving forces behind the event.
Through their efforts, the stalls allowed the Park to have several events for overnight guests as
well as another facility for the Community in times of natural disaster emergencies.

Fun Run at the Park

The Flying Colors Mini‐Event was established in 2003. Bob Chapieski, Merilee Malcom, John and Stephanie Capas, Elaine Coller, Drue Kerns,
Marge Clark, Katherine Malsanka, and Christine Foster were just a few of the volunteers organizing the Mini Event into the premier fund
raising event at the Park. The Event has seen riders from all over Montana, Idaho and Washington come to the Park to compete. In 2012,
the cross country course will see a face‐lift to include a Prelim portion of the Course to entice more advanced riders to Missoula. 2004 the
Horsemen’s Council refurbished of the main arena footing.
The round pen located next to the 4‐H arena was added to the facility in 2005. Council member Mary Baughn provided the volunteer time
to collect donated materials and manpower to construct the addition.
In 2007, Jeanette Manley along with the Missoula Dressage Society started an additional dressage arena on North Avenue. Supplemental
footing work and new dressage fencing was completed in 2010 and 2011 by members Marj Harper, Susie Mayer and Jeanne Gaudreau.
The Backcountry Horsemen added the Expo to the Park in 2008 with a continued tradition of an exciting and educational event for all
equestrian enthusiasts as well as the general public.
The perimeter fencing was replaced in 2009‐2011. The project volunteers included Barbi & Colbert Howell, Mike Hartkorn, Doug and
Katherine Cox, Laura Bakker, Christine Foster. The Big Sky Stewardship Committee and the Parks Board have generously donated materials
to improve the aesthetic look of the fencing. A post driver was donated by Pam Wagner
Titan Machinery for the latest fencing project. The Missoula County 4‐H Horse Clubs totally
The New Western Events Arena, in progress
renovated the fencing at the 4‐H Arena in 2008, tearing down the old posts and rails and
replacing with new fencing and accomplished it in a record 6 hours. The Clubs utilized
equipment donated by Patterson Construction.
In 2010, the Missoula County Parks Board, the Big Sky Stewardship Committee and the Mis‐
soula County Commissioners approved the addition of the Western Events Arena. The WEA
is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2012 and includes a 175’ X 300’ arena,
additional landscaping and as well as handicap access to the facility. The WEA Committee –
Jim O’Reilly, Laura Bakker, Ginny Schuler and Barbi Howell have worked extensively to insure
the footing, fencing, landscaping and entire facility will benefit from the enhancement of
this arena to the Park.
Additionally, the Park is the proud owner of extensive irrigation equipment to accommodate the increasing number of “green” areas
proposed by the Landscaping Committee – Christine Foster, Laura Bakker, Heidi Kneib and Cindy Arnott. The Target Range Homeowners
Association has generously donated to the addition of more trees and shrubs at the Park.
Bike Races at the Park

2011 saw an increase is non‐equestrian use of the Park from the Fun Run, to Big Sky High School holding a
cross country competition and the Missoula Bicycle Works bike races. The Park has also seen a growth in
the number of Missoulians walking the perimeter trail as an extension to the Fort Missoula walking path.
2012 will also see the re‐naming of the original 4‐H Arena in memory of Martin Briggeman. Martin was
instrumental in the Park dedication of the 4‐H Arena and the 4.52 acres on North and 37th Avenues. In the
Spring of 2012, the Park will see a new entry way. Barbi Howell and her husband Colbert will be
overseeing the re‐construction process of that project which will

enhance the Park’s entrance.
The Missoula Equestrian Park has evolved from Rita Baumgardner’s dream of turning a once cow
pasture/ag field into an incredible addition to the City of Missoula Park and Trail System and
Northwest Montana. With the number of entities utilizing the Park increasing every year, it be‐
comes very obvious this location is a benefit to more than horse enthusiasts. The progression of
the Park has taken on a whole new character. It was originally developed into as an Equestrian
facility but can now be enjoyed by the whole Missoula Community.

WEA ARENA UPDATE:
All the sand is in and spread! Both Lundey (Far West Sand & Gravel) and the Vo
Tech did a great job. The dirt berms for the amphitheatre are in place on either
side of the arena. Kent Blough of Mountian View Metal Works is about halfway
completed with the fencing. All the upright post have been driven, half of the
top rail is welded in place, and the gates are built. Everything from this point
needs to be welded which can’t safely be done in the rain. So once the weather
goes our way, it should be finished in about 3 days. We’re pretty close to our
target date!
On another note, our TR3 arena groomer was shipped out of Texas on Friday,
and should be delivered on Wednesday!

NEW RESTROOM FACILITIES:
Say goodbye to the porta‐potty! Missoula County Parks allowed us to
purchase a new restroom facility! Of course, when large events take place
at the park, additional porta—potties will still be added. But we are really
excited to offer a more “permanent” and classy option for our members.

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES:
Full Page Ad: $100/year
1/2 Page Ad: $50/year
Business Card (Shown, 2” x 3”):
$25/year
Please contact Autumn for more information!
Email: Autumn.Kozimer@Hilton.com

